THE   CAROLINGIANS   AND   THE   VOLTE-FACE   OF   THE   PAPACY
in 756, arrived in Naples in 758, and negotiated with Didier a
plan of coalition with a view to retaking Rome and Ravenna.
Then he repaired to the court of Pippin, but obtained no satisfaction,
Pippin remaining loyal to the Pope.1 In 760 it was rumoured in
Rome that the Emperor was sending a fleet of 300 ships against
Rome and France.2 Doubtless the Pope was hoping, by this rumour,
to induce Pippin to march into Italy; and later, he spoke of attacks
which the nefandissimi Greci were preparing against Ravenna,8
contrasting these heretics with the vere orthodoxus Pippin.4
He knew that the Emperor was still negotiating with Pippin.
In 762 ambassadors from Pippin and from die Pope repaired to
Constantinople. It was evident that after all the Emperor was
seeking a rapprochement. About 765 the Emperor sent to Pippin the
spatharius Anthi and the eunuch Sinesius, to discuss the question
of the images, and the betrothal of Gisla, Pippin's daughter, to the
son of the Emperor.62There was another great discussion respecting
the images in 767 at Gentilly.6
But Pippin remained immovable, acting in all things in agreement
with the Pope. As for the Pope's dispute with Didier, Pippin
settled this in 763 by an agreement in virtue of which the Pope
renounced his territorial claims, and also his attempt to declare
a protectorate over Spoleto and Benevento.7 In short, thaijks to
Pippin, the Pope felt that he was protected from his enemies, and
that the orthodox faith was safe, but also that he was obliged to rely
absolutely upon Pippin's protection.
Charlemagne's reign was in all respects the completion of that
1	OELSNER, Op. dt.t pp. 320-321.
2	oelsner, op. cit., p. 346. Cf. Codex Carolinus, ed. gundlach, m.g.h.
bhst., vol. HI, p. 521.
8 Codex Carolinus, ed. gundlach, m.g.h. epist., vol. HI, p. 536.
4 He wrote to him: post Deum in vestra excellentia etforttssimi regni vestri
brachio existit fiduda. And, further on, paraphrasing a Biblical text: Salvum
fa> Domirte, Christianissimum Pippinum regem* quetn oleo sancto per manus
apostoli tui mgui praecepistit et exaudi eum, in quacumque die invocaverit te.
Codex Carolmus, loc. cit., p. 539-	* ™cner, op. dt., p.p. 39<5-397-
6	BfiHMER-MUHLBACHER, Op. «t, p. 53-
7	LOT, PHSTER, and GANSHOF, Op. Clt.9 p. 413.
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